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Having just returned from an extended stay in Aroostook County, I 
really appreciate our Vice President Stefanie Barley’s work in chairing the 
September CAHA meeting, as well as all of  the work that she has done 
for CAHA.   Darren Mathews of  Fielding’s Oil and Propane Company, 
CAHA’s current selected oil and propane provider, was the guest speaker 
at our first meeting of  the “regular” CAHA year.  

Our next meeting is October 12, 2010 and our guest speaker will 
be Rob Pettengill , manager of  the Augusta Sherwin Williams store.  
Rob has made arrangements for Sherwin Williams to set up a lead 
certification/training class for CAHA members.  The class would run 
from 8 AM to 5 PM and lunch would be provided. Each class has 
a maximum of  48 participants, and would be likely be scheduled in 
November if  interest is there.  The price for CAHA members is $99, a 
real bargain.  

The Federal rules regarding lead have been “simmering” for years 
and will be implemented in October, 2010, unless they are extended 
again.  “What does this mean for landlords?” you might ask.  If  you 
do repairs on apartments built prior to 1979, there is a chance that lead 
paint may be involved.  If  there is lead paint involved and you have not 
had the training and certification, doing your own repairs in lead paint 
environments will be costly.  The EPA fines are severe, not to mention 
the lawsuits that tenants could launch.  So attend the next meeting to 
learn more about this issue and contact Rob at 622-6818 to sign up.  

The business of  being a landlord has become very scary, given all 
of  the rules and regulations that are imposed on us.  The only way to 
succeed is to become involved  - and CAHA is the place to start.  The 

President’s Message, continued on page 2



2 CAHA Newsletter • October 2010

Ask the Lawyer
AbAndoned ProPerty – title 14 M.r.S.A. §6013

Disclaimer: For general 
information of CAHA 

members; not intended 
as legal advice. Consult 

a lawyer for your specific 
situation © 2010 Eric S. 

Dick, Esq., Augusta, Maine
(207) 622-5872.

Disposition of property abandoned by a tenant was last 
addressed in this column in June 2006.  Title 14 §6013, entitled 
“Property unclaimed by tenant” was recently replaced by the 
legislature with new provisions that became effective in mid-
July 2010.

A landlord cannot simply keep personal property left behind by a tenant after 
the tenancy has been terminated and the landlord has retaken possession of  the 
rental unit.  The property can be removed from the rental unit for placement in a 
safe, dry, secure location, but the landlord must inventory the property and send 
a list of  the items to the last known address of  the tenant, along with a notice 
which gives the tenant the right to claim the property.  

The notice to the tenant must state that the tenant has 14 days from the date 
the notice was mailed to claim the property.  The landlord must send the notice by first class mail and obtain a 
“proof  of  mailing” from the Post Office to confirm the date of  mailing.  The landlord should keep the proof  
of  mailing, along with a copy of  the notice.

The tenant can claim the property within the 14 days by written or oral notice to the landlord.  If  a claim 
is made, the landlord must hold the property for at least 24 days from the date the notice was mailed to the 
tenant.  If  the tenant makes a timely claim to the property and retrieves it within the 24 days, the landlord 
cannot condition release of  the property to the tenant upon payment of  storage fees, or any other sum owed 
to the landlord by the tenant.  Prior law permitted the landlord to condition release of  the property upon the 
tenant’s payment of  all rent arrears, damages and reasonable cost of  storage.

Under prior law, the landlord also had to make an initial assessment of  whether all of  the abandoned 
property had a value of  $750 or more to determine which type of  notice was required.  The new law does not 
differentiate based on value.  New §6013 applies to “any personal property that remains in a rental after the 
issuance of  a writ of  possession or that is abandoned or unclaimed by a tenant following the tenant’s vacating 
the rental unit…”, regardless of  total value.

If  the tenant does not assert a claim to the property within 14 days, or make a timely claim and retrieve the 
property within the 24 days, then the landlord may sell the property for a reasonable fair market price, and at 
that point, apply all proceeds to any rental arrearages, damages and costs of  storage and sale.  Any remaining 
balance must be forwarded to the Treasurer of  State.  The landlord may also discard or otherwise dispose of  
any property that has no reasonable fair market value.  

If  the tenant misses either of  the deadlines, the landlord may still permit the tenant to retrieve the 
property, but is not required to do so.  Further, once either of  the deadlines are missed, the landlord may 
condition release of  the property to the tenant upon the tenant’s payment of  all rent arrearages, damages and 
costs of  storage.

Board and Officers of  CAHA invite you to actively 
participate and this starts by attending our meetings.  

The bed bug issue continues to plague landlords 
nationwide and since LD 1790 was enacted in Maine, 
we are at risk, big time, for these pests.  We need to try 
to get the LD 1790 amended or repealed to address 

the risk issues that overburden landlords.  We need 
your help and participation.  Please let Stefanie Barley, 
our Database Manager,  know your e-mail address  so 
that we can inform you of  events as they unfold.  Her 
e-mail is:  stefbarley@myfairpoint.net 

I hope to see you at our next meeting.

Charlie Anderson

President’s Message, continued from front
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Minutes of Board Meeting
Capital Area Housing Authority (CAHA)

Held at Slates Restaurant, Hallowell – 08/24/2010
After a social time, Vice-President Stefanie Barley 

called the meeting to order at 5:52 p.m. with the 
following present:

• Past President & Board Member, Harold 
Booth

• Secretary & Board Member, Barbara A. 
Eckhardt

• Treasurer & Board Member, Emmy Swanton
• Board Member, Gerard (Tiny) Bechard, Jr.
• Board Member, Ratna Don
• Board Member, Ramona Venskus
VP Barley opened the meeting to discuss ideas 

for a speaker at the September 14, 2010 member 
meeting.  The consensus was to have Darren 
Mathews of  Fielding’s Oil and Propane, Co., CAHA’s 
selected oil provider, return to answer any questions 
the members might have regarding their contract 
with Houle’s Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning.  
Also, Ramona will set up a speaker for the October 
meeting concerning the “bed bug” issue.  And it was 
suggested that Lowe’s store manager Tyler give a 
presentation at the November meeting.

The issue of  changing the by-laws was presented 
by VP Barley, as President Anderson wanted it 
discussed at the September Board meeting.  Currently, 
the by-laws read that member meetings are to be held 
monthly.  It was suggested by President Anderson, 
at the April 20, 2010 Board meeting, that changing 
sections of  the by-laws would give flexibility for the 
member meetings.  Hal informed VP Barley that he 
had suggested, at that time, wording for a by-laws 
change to permit discontinuing the regular monthly 
meetings and replacing them with periodic meetings 
as needed.  And in order to change the wording, the 
Board would need the approval of  the members.  The 
consensus was to discuss this issue at a later date.

Motion was made by Harold, and seconded by 
Ratna, to approve the May 25, 2010 Board Meeting 
minutes.  Motion passed unanimously.

VP Barley stated that on October 1, 2010, 
the Database Manager’s contract is coming up for 
renewal.  A short discussion followed concerning a 
back-up person to assist when the Database Manager 
is away.  Emmy agreed to be responsible for picking 
up the mail.

Under other business to discuss, Tiny 
volunteered to get together with CMAOA, 
Waterville’s Landlord’s group.

Motion was made by Harold, and seconded by 
Ratna, to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara A. Eckhardt, Secretary

Regular Meeting Minutes
Capital Area Housing Association (CAHA)

Held at KV Federal Credit Union – 09/24/2010
Vice-President Stefanie Barley opened the meeting at 7:01 p.m. After 

a quorum was established, she introduced the speaker for the evening, 
Darren Matthews, Marketing & Sales Director of  Fielding’s Oil & Propane 
Co.  

Darren spoke at the June 8, 2010 meeting and explained Fielding’s 
proposal and Houle’s service contract, since Fielding’s does not have a 
service contract to offer in the area.  Darren came this evening to clarify 
and answer any questions the members might have concerning Houle’s 
service contract.   However, there were two issues he wanted to mention 
first: 1)When you do call the Augusta or 1-800 number, the call will be 
forwarded to Fielding’s answering service.  Fielding’s will then dispatch 
the call.  However, if  you call for propane, your call will go directly to a 
Fielding’s technician.  2)There is a new Fielding’s office opening up in 
Augusta on Riverside Drive on October 15.  An open house for CAHA 
members is planned between October 15 and November. Darren’s office 
will be housed at that site.  Currently, Darren is working out of  the 
Lewiston office.  

A member informed Darren how easy it was to sign up with Fielding’s 
and the convenience of  Fielding’s accommodating them in delivering on 
an on-call basis.  Also, a few members were more concerned about the oil 
prices and switching from one company to another than contracting for 
service.  For instance, one member said that they had not come over to 
Fielding’s because the oil company they have been dealing with for several 
years will match CAHA’s pricing.   

Hal explained the fact that other oil companies who are willing to 
match CAHA’s pricing are undermining CAHA’s bidding power which 
undercuts the CAHA process in offering its members lower oil prices, 
which is CAHA’s strength as an organization.  If  CAHA is not able to 
deliver a large number of  customers to its oil supplier, its members will not 
be able to obtain lower prices.  

Darren stated that even though Fielding’s is not “big in this area,” it 
has 3,500 customers in Augusta and 17,000 customers, all residential.

VP Barley had a couple of  “tidbits” to offer the members before the 
business portion of  the meeting began:  1)A copy of  Tenant-Net’s asset 
protection brochure, a handout from a previous meeting, was available up 
front at the Officer’s table;  2)Maine Housing had merged their registry 
with Smoke Free Housing registry.  If  a member has smoke free housing, 
they may list it with Maine Housing at www.mainehousingsearch.org.

Motion was made by Tiny Bechard, and seconded by Ramona Venskus, 
to approve the June 8, 2010 member meeting minutes as written in the 
September 14, 2010 newsletter.  Motion passed unanimously.

Emmy Swanton distributed the Treasurer’s report, which showed a 
balance of  $45,440.55 ($24,283.14 of  which is in four separate CD’s).  In 
addition, CAHA has a $10,000 bond.  Motion was made by Harold Booth, 
and seconded by Ramona Venskus, to approve the Treasurer’s report.  The 
Treasurer’s report was approved with one change--CD Due 7/26/2010 to 
CD Due 7/26/2012.

Eric Dick, Esq., who contributes to the newsletter in his column “Ask 
The Lawyer” had mentioned that he is looking for a fresh perspective of  
topics to write about.

Sign-in sheet indicated 11 members attending.  Tiny Bechard won the 
$25 door prize. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:44 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Barbara A. Eckhardt, Secretary
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On Top, Inc.
(207) 622-7037 or (207) 622-7376

75 Court St., Augusta, ME
Screen printing & embroidery 

services.
10% discount from normal

wholesale price

Sprague & Curtis Real Estate
Great People • Great Places

Jim Pepin
623-1123 ext 217 (w) • 626-0413 (h)

Fax: 623-2071 • Cell: 242-3015
75 Western Avenue • Augusta, ME 04330-7288

email: jim@spragueandcurtis.com

Sherwin Williams
Paint + Paint Supplies

(207) 622-6818
sw5736@sherwin.com

20-40% discounts & free delivery!

A1 Affordable Home Inspection
(207) 446-2945 – Gary Jackson

Home inspections, annual preventive 
home inspections, energy evaluation.
mike@a1affordablehomeinspection.com

$25.00 off home inspection.
10% off other services.

This advertising space 
could be yours!

R&R Property Management
Home & Apartment

Maintenance/Remodeling
Snow Plowing & Sanding

(207) 485-1237
rjordan@rrpropertymanagement.biz

10% discount on labor

This advertising space 
could be yours!

Newcomer Relocation Services
“Upscale Rentals”

Phone/Fax: 622-4312 – Cell: 446-4312
ramona@NewcomerRelocation.com
www.NewcomerRelocation.com

No application fee for CAHA members

J.C. Stone, Inc.
(207) 549-4729

stonecenter@jcstoneinc.com
10% discount on landscape products.
“We carry wallstones, flagstone, patio 

stones, garden accents & more!”

Northeast Bank
(207) 623-0303 • Cell: (207) 446-0990

Mortgage loans for residential and 
investment properties

ssachs@northeastbank.com
$250.00 discount on already low 

closing costs.

Liberty Mutual – (207) 622-0581
Nick Parker (X-52907)

Darryl Arnold (X-52909)
New Auto and Home Insurance Benefit  

CAHA member benefits include savings on
auto and home insurance! Purchase high-
quality auto, home, condo, and renters 

insurance at low group rates.

Bob Philbrick Well Drilling
(207) 623-8603

rephilbrick@yahoo.com
10% off pumps & wells

(contractor prices)
“Maine’s largest installer & designer

of geothermal systems.”

Downeast Energy
(207) 622-7521

Heating oil, propane
& service contracts

mboucher@downeastenergy.com
Please call for program details.

Rent Match LLC
Venita Barley, Owner

(207) 623-2580 • Fax (207) 623-3374
vbarley@rentmatchonline.com

“Bringing Landlords and
Tenants Together!”

www.RentMatchOnline.com

Eric S. Dick, Esq.
Farris, Foley & Dick, P.A.

(207) 622-5872
ffdlaw@gwi.net

Discount off regular hourly
rate to CAHA member on
landlord/tenant matters

Winslow Aluminum Inc.
Vassalboro, ME
(800) 924-0412

winslowaluminum@yahoo.com
30% off list price of replacement 

windows

Vallee Property Management, LLC
Rentals & Property Management

vpmmel@valleerealestate.com
www.vpm.me

(207) 620-7500
Gently used Refrigerators

$175.00 and up.

Tim Dennett + Co.
(207) 242-8499

timdtcco@aol.com
Home & apartment maintenance,

both inside and out.
Now offering snow-plowing!!!
10% discount on materials

This advertising space 
could be yours!

Kennebec Property Mngt., LLC
Property Management, Residential 
& Commercial, Leasing/Portfolio 

Development, Full or Partial Service
kennebecpropertymanagement@yahoo.com

(207) 333-1855
25% off leasing

1800WaterDamage  
WATER, SEWER, MOLD, FIRE  

(207)-629-5339  
1800wdme@gmail.com  

Free home inspection for any loss,  
and $200 discount for CAHA 

members.  

Fielding’s Oil & Propane is proud to serve the members of 
CAHA with all of there heat needs and looks forward to 
having a long relationship with the organization. Call us 

and you will see how dedicated we really are. 
Darren Matthews – (207) 749-5519 


