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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ...
An important development to mention this month is that Pine Tree Legal will now
have an attorney present at all Forcible Entry and Detainer Hearing dates in
Augusta District Court from this point forward. Low income tenants will be able to
obtain free legal advice and representation on the spot. If you are appearing for
these matters, you need to be prepared to respond to their legal challenges or have
an attorney of your own present to respond on your behalf.
Augusta District Court — October, November and December Schedule
October 4, 11, 18, and 25, 2006 all at 1:00pm.
November 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2006 all at 1:00 pm.
December 6, 13, 20, and 27, 2006 all at 1:00 pm.
If you missed the last month’s meeting, you can get a copy of the Energy
Disclosure Form as well as “standards” and a “fact sheet” at: http://
www.maine.gov/mpuc/doing_business/forms/EnergyEfficiencyDisclosure.html
According to the fact sheet: The Public Utilities Commission’s Consumer
Assistance Division (1-800-452-4699) can answer basic questions about how to
obtain or use the disclosure form. For information about energy efficiency, call
Efficiency Maine (1-866-376-2463). Maine State Housing Authority can also
answer questions. Call Peter Merrill 1-800-452-4668 or your asset manager.
Kim Davis will be at our next meeting to discuss the Energy Disclosure Bill and
Legislative process.
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Please note we have started posting the oil prices on the web site again.

Ernie Clark, President
OCTOBER 10TH MEETING - 7:00 P.M.
KV Federal Credit Union - 316 Northern Avenue - Augusta

Guest Speaker: Kim Davis

Next Meeting: November 14th - 7:00 p.m. - KV Federal Credit Union
We will have a booth at the Chamber of Commerce Business to Business Expo
on Wednesday, October 11th. All CAHA members are invited at the
Augusta Civic Center from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Minutes of Regular Meeting
Capital Area Housing Association (CAHA)
Held at KV Federal Credit Union
September 12, 2006
President Ernie Clark called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. He introduced the guest speaker from Maine
State Housing Authority, Maureen Brown. She spoke about the new Energy Efficiency Disclosure form now
in effect, and handed out copies of the form, which is also available on the Mainehousing.org website.
Landlords are required to fill out and post the form when showing vacant units, although there is no
enforcement process at this point. A committee was established to report back to the Legislature by January
2008 on the effectiveness of the process. Comments may be sent to pmerrill@mainehousing.org.
Denise Paradis, also from MHSA, spoke about Section 8 requirements. MSHA has taken over the
administration of Section 8 housing which Dirigo Housing had serviced, primarily for areas not covered by
Augusta Housing or Waterville Housing. She emphasized that landlords need to carefully screen all
applicants. MHSA can provide previous landlord contact information if requested. They cannot enforce the
lease, but can withhold the voucher if the tenant is not complying.
Ratna Don gave the Treasurer’s report, noting that CAHA has $1520.45 at Gardiner Savings and $23711.01 at
KV Federal Credit Union, for a total of $25231.46. The report was approved.
Harold Booth moved to accept the minutes of the June meeting as printed in the newsletter. Approved.
Old business included questions about Norman Veilleux’s health and resignation, Devon Dobbins’ resignation,
and clarification regarding Downeast Energy’s rates for less than 4000 gallons (per previous minutes,
Downeast agreed to offer the same price for less or more than 4000 gallons next heating season). President
Clark explained that Mr. Veilleux is recuperating, and that he offered his resignation after it became clear that
he is not eligible for membership under the standards he was applying to new applicants. Mrs. Dobbins
resigned to spend more time growing her business.
Under new business, Marge Straffin volunteered to begin organizing the Annual Meeting arrangements. More
committee members are needed. It was noted that Devon Dobbins had resigned as both Vice President and
Board member. It was clarified that Board members are normally elected by the membership at the Annual
Meeting in February, and then officers (who do not have to be Board members) are elected by the Board.
Mid-year vacancies can be filled by the Board. CAHA needs more volunteers, for Board, officers and
committees. Both John Gwadowsky and Harold Booth indicated that they would be interested in being on the
Board.
There were questions about security deposits, which made the point that our meetings are a great place to
share and network. It was also suggested that newsletter issues be archived, at least the Lawyer’s column.
It was noted that Rep. Kim Davis of Augusta has promised to submit a bill to repeal the Energy Efficiency
Disclosure law. Rep. Stan Moody of Manchester has also expressed support for this.
Meeting adjourned at 8:00.
Respectfully submitted,

Louise Hinkley
Secretary Pro-Tem

“ASK THE LAWYER”
Security Deposits – Part II of III
QUESTION:
Please explain State Law concerning residential security deposits.

ANSWER:
As mentioned last month, a security deposit paid by a tenant is the tenant’s property
held in trust by the landlord to secure the tenant’s financial responsibilities under a written or oral rental agreement until
the end of the tenancy.
Regardless of whether the tenancy ends on expiration of a specific term under a lease, by eviction, agreement or
otherwise, the landlord has strict time limitations in which to either return the security deposit in its entirety, or to provide
the tenant with written notice itemizing the reasons for retention of any portion of the security deposit, and to return the
balance. The landlord is faced with harsh consequences under State Law if the deadlines are missed.
Under Title 14 §6033 a landlord must return or account for disposition of a security deposit involving a tenancy
at will within 21 days from the end of that tenancy. The tenancy is at an end once the tenant has returned possession of
the apartment to the landlord. This date is usually established by return of the keys, or upon expiration of 48 hours after
service of a writ of possession at the conclusion of the eviction process. A written lease or rental agreement can provide
for up to a maximum of 30 days to return or account for disposition of the security deposit.
Before expiration of these deadlines the landlord must send the tenant written notice itemizing the reasons for
retention of any portion of the security deposit and return the remainder to the last known address of the tenant. If the
tenant did not leave a forwarding address, the mailing should be to the apartment address the tenant vacated and the
landlord can rely upon the tenant’s duty to inform the post office of a forwarding address. It is not necessary to send the
notice by certified or registered mail, although a proof of mailing may be prudent to confirm the date of mailing, and the
landlord should always retain copy of the notice sent to the tenant.
If the landlord fails to provide the required written notice to the tenant within 21 days for a tenancy at will or up
to 30 days under a written lease or rental agreement, the landlord loses the right to retain any portion of the security
deposit regardless of whether money may be owed by the tenant. In that case, the landlord must return the security
deposit and sue the tenant for recovery of the money owed in small claims court or otherwise.
Furthermore, if the landlord fails to return the security deposit or to provide the itemized statement within the
time limits, the tenant may serve the landlord with a written notice that the tenant intends to bring legal action against the
landlord after expiration of 7 days. If the landlord fails to return the entire security deposit within that 7 days, the law
presumes that the landlord has wrongfully withheld the security deposit. If the tenant sues the landlord, and the presumption
of wrongful retention is not overcome, the court will award the tenant double the amount of the security deposit, plus
court costs and attorney’s fees.
In Part III of this column concerning security deposits, I will address the nature and scope of proper deductions
from the security deposit and offer practical pointers.

Disclaimer: For general information of CAHA members; not intended as legal advice. Consult a lawyer for your
specific situation © 2006 Eric S. Dick, Esq., Augusta, Maine (207) 622-5872.
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